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American attack hung heavy over the coasts of
Spain. The Spanish Government at first perhaps
considered the order a bluff which the United
States would not dare to carry out while Cervera's
fleet was so near its own shores; but with the de-
struction of Cervera's ships the plan became plain-
ly possible, and on the 8th of July the Spanish
Government ordered Camara back to parade his
vessels before the Spanish cities to assure them
of protection.

But, before Camara was called home, the public
were watching his advance against the little Ameri-
can fleet at Manila, with an anxiety perhaps greater
than Dewey's own. Nothing in modern war equals
in dramatic tension the deadly, slow, inevitable
approach of a fleet from one side of the world
against its enemy on the other. Both beyond the
reach of friendly help, each all powerful until it
meets its foe, their home countries have to watch
the seemingly never coming, but nevertheless cer-
tain, clash, which under modern conditions means
victory or destruction. It is the highest develop-
ment of that situation which has been so exploited
in a myriad forms by the producers of dramas for
*the moving pictures and which nightly holds audi-
ences silent; but it plays itself out in war, not in